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	Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on
Monday 10th October 2022 at 7.30pm. The meeting was held in the Venue, Liverpool Road, Much Hoole.


Present; Cllrs N. Woodcock (Chairman),   E. Houghton, K. Hayes, R Lea, A Taylor, T Brown, P.Cocker                   
Clerk R. Weaver in attendance
1.
Apologies for Absence

             T.  Hewitt
2.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations


Cllr Taylor,Clllr Houghton and Cllr Brown (non-pecuniary) re item 11 
3.
Minutes of the last meeting 
It was resolved to sign the Minutes of the meeting of 9th September 2022 as an accurate record.
4.
Adjournment for Public Participation

There were no members of the public present and therefore no requirement to adjourn the meeting
5.
Reports from / invitations to other meetings
Cllr Lea and Cllr Houghton will attend the LCC Parish and Town Councils liaison meeting to be held on at 9.30am, 12th November 2022.  Cllr Houghton will also attend the LALC AGM which immediately follows that meeting.
6.
Cycle Track

Cycle track inspections are continuing and there are no maintenance, repair, or usage issues

7.
Finance
             It was resolved to pay the following:

a) P R Weaver in the sum of £480 (net for August and September pay)
b) HMRC in sum of £120 (PAYE for August and September pay)
c) PKF Littlejohn for audit services in sum of £360
d) G. McKenna in sum of £899.68 for Lengthsman services and reimbursement for materials for 2022-23 following receipt of invoice 116.  It was noted that £56.79 will be reclaimable as VAT
For note
e)   The external audit report for 2021-2022 was received and noted.    
.
      The report has been posted on the website and public notice boards. The report has not

                    flagged up any significant issues of concern regarding procedures or finances. 
8.
Community projects update
The signage/artwork is still in the process of being manufactured and can be installed when

Finished
It was agreed that the Halloween decoration competition should go ahead.
Following issues previously raised during public time in relation to the tidiness and condition of the village’s pavements and hedges, Cllr Cocker conducted a comprehensive walking tour of the village noting defects which will be remedied or reported to LCC.

9.
Car parking
Options for improving the car parking situation, particularly around the recreation ground are continuing
10.
Planning

There were no planning applications relevant to Much Hoole since the last meeting
11.
Village hall update 
Given that the Council provided financial support to the village hall development, an update is regularly given to Councillors.  Cllr Taylor reported that the hall is being regularly used and operating on a sound commercial and financial footing. He stated that numerous community groups are making use of the facilities and it has allowed several community events such as the classic car show and village fetes to be held. The final cost of the building was reported as £689,433. It was noted that despite several delays in starting the project, this figure would have been considerably higher had the hall not been completed before the more recent upsurge in inflation. The consultation on further development of the hall and surrounding land has indicated that a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) would be a valuable addition to the facilities available to local people. This is now being progressed by the Trustees. 
12.
Footpaths
Footpaths are the responsibility of LCC. However, the Parish Council has delegated authority to undertake maintenance if it wishes, or is able to do so.

Councillor Cocker reported that he and volunteers had been working on local footpaths, some of which had been flagged as ‘red’ for poor / dangerous condition. Footbridges and stiles have been repaired and footpaths that had become overgrown and lost to use have been restored. Footpath FP-7 has been extensively repaired.  There is now only one ‘red’ graded footpath remaining in Much Hoole.
13.
Training

LALC have organised free training on the MARIO mapping system on 13th October.  Cllrs Cocker and Lea will attend along with the Clerk 


14.
Grants

There have been no further applications for grants
15.
Newsletter
It has been agreed that a newsletter is now due and Councillors considered possible items that might be appropriate to include.  Cllr Lea agreed to format any content proposed by the Clerk to present as a draft at the next meeting

16. 
Items for next agenda
Draft newsletter, Meeting room invoices, tree planting, Budget v Spend summary, funding for   spring bulb planting, Christmas trees, Halloween competition funding and car parking.
17.
Date of next meeting. 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm Monday 14th November 2022 at the Venue
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